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Alert over breast milk substitutes after Java quake
The Ministry of Health and UNICEF alert mothers to the importance of breastfeeding
JAKARTA, 15 JUNE 2006 – The Indonesian Ministry of Health and UNICEF are concerned about the widespread availability of infant milk formula in communities hit by the Central Java earthquake.   

Monitoring in many of the affected areas has revealed that families are receiving donated supplies of breastmilk substitutes in the form of powder and liquid infant formula. These donations are coming from national and international relief agencies, as well as private donors, and in some cases are being distributed by health workers. 
Based on population estimates, there are nearly 165,000 children under two in the earthquake-affected areas who were breastfeeding before the earthquake and are now threatened with increased risk of diarrhea, morbidity, and mortality if they were to completely switch to formula feeding.

The Minister of Health, Dr Siti Fadilah Supari, will hold a news conference about the infant formula issue. 
· Time: Friday, June 16, at 2.30pm.

· Location: Ruang Leimena, Blok C Lt. 2, Ministry of Health, Jl Rasuna Said.

· All broadcast and print journalists are invited.

The Indonesian Minister of Health, Dr Siti Fadilah Supari, said: “In early 2005 the Government issued clear recommendations on infant and young child feeding in emergencies following the Aceh and Nias disasters. These emphasized the need to continue breastfeeding for all infants, and to avoid the risks associated with formula feeding where problems with clean water supplies can increase even more the risk and severity of disease.

“It is imperative that the most vulnerable members of our community are provided with the best nutritional support available. Donations of infant milk substitutes should only be distributed in close coordination with the head of the local health department, to ensure that it is used appropriately, is not close to expiry and only reaches children unable to breastfeed. UNICEF will help us with the training of infant and young child feeding counselors in all the affected districts, to advise and help mothers affected by the disaster.”

The government will issue another decree stipulating that agencies involved in the relief effort must adhere to the Operational Guidelines recently endorsed by the United Nations Standing Committee on Nutrition.
These guidelines provide agencies with practical approaches to infant and young child feeding in difficult circumstances. They stress the importance of continuing or reverting to breastfeeding, the limited role of breast milk substitutes and the provision of complementary foods suitable to meet the nutritional needs of infants and young children aged six months or more. 
UNICEF Indonesia’s Representative, Dr Gianfranco Rotigliano, said: “Donations of milk, however well-intentioned, are discouraged and should only be accepted when their use can be carefully targeted and monitored. We recognize that some children were already formula fed before the earthquake.  We also know some mothers will be stressed in the wake of the earthquake, some have been injured, and that this may have an impact on their ability to breastfeed.  An appropriate environment for them, one that protects, promotes and supports breastfeeding, must be established. UNICEF calls on all relief agencies working in the earthquake area to promote such an environment.”
Breastfeeding is known to be one of the most powerful influences on child survival, growth and development.  Exclusive breastfeeding for the first six months of life, together with appropriate complementary feeding and continued breastfeeding from the age of six months to two years, can reduce nearly 20 percent of all deaths among children under-five. Breastfeeding prevents child malnutrition, a factor in more than half of global under-five mortality. Dealing with the problem of child malnutrition remains a high priority for the Indonesian Government and it is acknowledged that the problem has its origins in poor infant and young child feeding practices.
For more information contact: 
Ministry of Health Head of Public Communications, Dr Lily Sulistyowati on +62 811 821780 or 

UNICEF Communications Officer Mervyn Fletcher on +62 811 987296.
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